ACAT NETHERLANDS
Action of Christians for the Abolition of Torture and capital punishment.


Mr. Almazbek Sharshenovich Atambayev
President of the Kyrgyz Republic
Bishkek
KYRGYZ REPUBLIC
                                                                                        

   …- 01 – 2012.

Dear President, 


As a member of ACAT Netherlands
 I am very concerned about the postponement of the trial against Mr. Azimjan Askarov, a well-known ethnic Uzbek defender and Director of the human rights organisation ‘Vozdukh’ (Air), which has been documenting police ill-treatment of detainees and monitoring the human rights situation in the province of Jalal-Abad, in particular the violent events in Bazar Korgon in June 2010.
I urgently ask you:
· guarantee in all circumstances the physical and psychological integrity of 
Mr. Azimjan Askarov as well as of all human rights defenders in the Kyrgyzstan;
· ensure the immediate and unconditional release of Mr. Azimjan Askarov since his detention is arbitrary as it only aims at sanctioning his human rights activities;
· meanwhile, ensure that Mr. Azimjan Askarov be provided decent conditions of detention;
· put an end to any act of harassment - including at the judicial level - against Mr. Askarov, as well as against all human rights defenders in Kyrgyzstan, and ensure in all circumstances that they are able to carry out their legitimate activities without any hindrance and fear of reprisals;
· comply with the provisions of the United Nations Declaration on Human Rights Defenders, adopted by the UN General Assembly on December 9, 1998, especially:


- Article 1, which states that ‘everyone has the right, individually or in association with 
     others, to promote the protection and realization of human rights and fundamental 
     freedoms at the national and international levels’,

- and Article 12.2 which provides that ‘the State shall take all necessary measures to 
     ensure the protection by the competent authorities of everyone, individually and in 
     association with others, against any violence, threats, retaliation, de facto or de jure 
     adverse discrimination, pressure or any other arbitrary action as a consequence of his or 
     her legitimate exercise of the rights referred to in the present Declaration’;
· more generally, ensure in all circumstances the respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms in accordance with the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and with 3 international and regional human rights instruments ratified by the Kyrgyzstan.

 Yours respectfully,
 
 name:                                                                    signature:
     
address:     

� ACAT NETHERLANDS is affiliated with the International Federation of Action of Christians for the �  Abolition of Torture, which has a consultative status with the United Nations and the European �  Convention.








